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oils, and lumber. Notwithstanding the vast field on the
American continent, competitive commercialism impels the
manufacturers and traders of the United States to enter
the struggle for a share of the markets of the world, and
naturally they direct their attention specially to the Far
East, where there is a large population which is likely to
become customers for their productions.

The action of the United States Government in ex-
cluding Chinese from their country has raised a very bitter
feeling in China, with the result that since 1905 American
goods have to a considerable extent been boycotted by
the various trade guilds and business and commercial
associations of the Empire. At the date mentioned China
held first rank among Oriental countries as a consumer of
American products, In that year, her total foreign commerce
amounted to 497,000,000 dollars, of which 329,000,000
dollars were imports; and of these 57,000,000 dollars,
or more than 17 per cent, were supplied by the United
States. The exports from the United States to China had
grown to these proportions by rapid strides. They were less
than 3,000,000 dollars in the seventies. They only reached
7,500,000 in 1886, 12,000,000 in 1897, 15,000,000 in
1900, 24,000,000 in 1902, and 57,000,000 in 1905. It
was reasonable to believe that American trade would
continue to progress in something like the same ratio, and a
larger and larger share of the foreign trade of China accrue
to the United States. Instead of that, the exports of the
United States to China fell to 44,000,000 dollars in 1906,
and to 26,000,000 in 1907. It is not necessary to attribute
the decline wholly to the boycott, but a drop of American
exports to China of 50 per cent in two years is sufficiently
startling to challenge attention, and to show not only the
people of the United States, but also those of Europe, that
in future, when they have dealings with the Far East, they
must be guided by justice and equity. It is quite evident
that a policy of complete exclusion on the part of the
United States or any other country will ultimately put an